San Diego Science Festival
SSC Pacific participates in the San Diego Science Expo 2009

By:  Ashley Nekoui

SSC Pacific and the National Defense Engineering Program (NDEP) hosted four booths at the San Diego Science Expo held at Balboa Park on April 4, 2009.

This event was the grand finale to the month-long San Diego Science Festival. With a turnout of over 50,000 people, the Expo was a major success. Visitors to the park viewed hundreds of booths, participated in hands-on activities and learned from local Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematical professionals who showcased their various organizations and projects.

Gary Wang, Chief Technology Officer for SSC Pacific, attended this event and expressed his enjoyment at seeing the wonder and amazement on the children's faces as they visited the various booths. "It was very inspiring to see the interest that our future generations have in Science and Technology," Wang said.

Personnel from SSC Pacific’s Robotics group hosted a booth on robots that allowed participants to remotely control these agents. The team also showcased the engineering principles behind these systems. Visitors, young and old, were inspired by their ability to maneuver and control the robots.

SSC Pacific presented a herpetological booth that allowed visitors the rare opportunity of handling snakes, bearded dragons and other reptilian and amphibious creatures. 

 Participants spoke into microphones at a booth that showcased speech recognition systems; additionally personnel hosted a booth called “Hola, Bonjour, مرحبا...” which was about speech translation. Visitors to the booth learned how to "chat" with individuals in foreign countries while having the languages translated. It was a fun, learning experience for all.

Visitors to the Speech Translation booth had to opportunity to chat with friends in various languages. 

For more information on the San Diego Science Festival visit:  http://www.sdsciencefestival.com/
For information on the USA Science Festival visit:  http://www.usasciencefestival.org/
